Dear Sol, 


10/15/90 


Thanks for the Wall Street Journal story on the two German firms playing a 
central role in giving Saddam his chemical-weapons capability, lour note remembered 
my Rohm and Haas story, As I sat and thought after reading this disgusting news X was 
reminded that the Germans do not have a monopoly on the big-business concept that 
nothing is immoral, unethical or illegal if it makes a profit. Beginning not later than 
World War II and probably earlier pretty much of the industrialized world was involved 
in such cartels with the Germans. Tliis includes during that war! 

I^m sorry that my notes and research disappeared during the war. The series I 
did for Click magazine, then the third largest picture magazine, made it clear that 
U.S. citizens were lusty collaborators. 


Hoe knjienberg, Walter^ father, own the magazine and other such properties. Once 
the ftp hm and Haas story appear, Walter, running the business with “oe in jail, got two 
kinds of pressure- from Philadelphia' Rain lone society, social pressure, and from the 
Chicago banks that held Armenberg credit, America Firsters, So, after a ’.Jhile he got 
rid of the editor, which meaij" me, too, and the series was never finished. It could have 
been njedless, but I mean by this the stories that had been agreed to and on which I was 
working. 


Remember the night we put £il on the ^ungsho 1, n for her Caribbean cruise? The next 
morning I drove to Bloomfield, N.J., where the American front for Schering AG was located. 
I've forgotten now what appeared in that story but I have a clear recollection of all the 
Jewish doctors the Nazis had working for them, all of whom said that the firm could not 
be Nazi or it would not have employed them. They also pointed out that the man sent from 
Germany to run the American front was a Jew, if I remember correctly. His wa s •Julius 
Weltzien and he did not bring his family with him. He counterfeited the G er man label and 
made it appear, particularly in Jjatin American, that the Nazis had broken the British 
blockade. They used the Swiss Dank G 0 rp. in that cartel and when I just casually too the 
elevator in the back of the bank on the street, I think Wall Street, it took me auto- 
matically to the 12th floor, from which I was promptly ejected. 

Of course what those German monsters did to create this terrible capability for 
killing for Saddam is horrible. But how much better were we in World War II? Rohm and 
Haas got a number of prominent American involved. One confessed to me, even that his own 
son was doing the same kind of work for IS Farben in Central and “outh America. The 
corporate secretary looked like a Yankee trader and had the right kind of name: Staunton 
Chauncey Kelton. He ran the outfit and its subsidiary, Sesinous Products and Chemicals. 

They made a wide variety of products but the most significant one was (Plexiglas. The 
Nazis controlled it through two Swiss corporations. Foreign Inventions (Forinvent) and 
Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals 0qhepha). Simple arithmetic on the royalties paid to the 
Swiss fronts told the Nazis all 'they needed to known about our military airplane production. 

One story I never could gtjfe printed and on which I was woking when -“il started her 
cruise involved Standard $il and British imperial Cgemicals. Frankly, I blundered into that 
one, too hot to appear, while researching Rohm and Haas patents at the Patent Office. As 
I thumbed through the 5x5 cards noticed that there had been many patent transfers from 
IG to an American firm I'd never heard of, Jasco, of Louisiana. I think it stood for 
Joint American Stock '“’ompany. They held all the significant Nazi patents on synthetic rub - 
ber and sjp&tsynthetic gasoline. And never manufactured wither. Not" did Imperical Chemicals, 
as of mt f then last knowledge. Important as those products were in wartime, with the sources 
of rubber largely cut off, consider the morality of US compnaies entering into an Agree- 
ment not to use those processes and not to let them be used. 

When I returned to New York City from Bloomfield the day after -“il's cruise started 
there was a message for me at Click's office, recently moved to 14 ew *ork, on Fifth Ave. It 
was to phone Hannah Baker, at Hi , remember that liberal paper?5Kd never heard of her. Some- 




ind fnevefheSdTword Somber ClCC interested * 1 told her the story 

ZTT H ««■ “nor VC ”°" 

ss.*- Hiok editor toid - ^ “ *«* ^ ^ it s^SErs**; rsr 

working with British ttaXtStT J *Sf *“ 

two men x worked with. When I got them back I took- +>,•«. + a the photostats to the 

you know low Borkin, tha n an JLSZ tad gJi£1o * ll aoLol^l^i”* 106 - 1,1(1 
assistant to /Furman Arnold when then nan !’+.,•+. * t 11001 at ^ht. was an 

JpSS sr 

tad lekt J T~- 

00 far forward it had hoen ve^oinor. What a V " 0rk 

whan tta' TV* 1 bUSineSS ih thOOC day3 ’ 
dial intaraots, fo# thei, own proSta.^f tta ££ wooT^' “* fi “»- 

raapaotta'Sa^d S^aSE.’^™ 1 “ ““ “ “ «“ «» -* 

Ur h#r L to ^, 1 r> <""* “ of our rooord in th.se d<«rs? 

rx tains, etc. All is forgotten and the same monstrous business as usual with the 
haroans who would probably hava bean in tha forefront of su^Ss“o?mi£ sES 
morality, same ethics, same profit lust. *Ltler. Same 

Joe forkin' s book held the first detailed account I'd seen of the abuse of eon 
centration camp starvelings by IG, for profit. I wondered then why our side 5d C 
simply bomb the rail lines and I've not seen any explanation since that satisfied So 
it is the wonder if the cartel was in effect at auschwitz. satisiied. So 

The current investigation in Germany is centered on Darmstadt. That is where Rohm 

C f wonder 6 h r ed during World War 11 * * ohm stayed there. Haas came here. 

But I wonder how many German corporations would today refuse to engage in such rep- 
rehensible practise when nice profits were available from them. 

Again thanks, and our best to tou all. 


/V/l 1 



